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CINCINNATI MAY FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES  
NEW CONDUCTING FELLOW FOR THE 2022-2023 SEASON 

 
Christin Sears Named Tenth May Festival Choral Conducting Fellow 

 
CINCINNATI, OH (August 29, 2022)—The Cincinnati May Festival has announced Christin Sears as the 
May Festival Choral Conducting Fellow for the 2022-2023 season, also the May Festival’s 150th 
anniversary season. Sears, who previously served as a school choral director in the Houston area for 12 
years, is currently a first-year doctoral student in choral conducting at the University of Cincinnati 
College-Conservatory of Music (CCM). Sears is an active clinician, soloist, and singer in professional 
ensembles and served as the soprano section leader for CANTARE Houston. 
 
“We are excited to welcome Christin to the May Festival family,” said Director of Choruses Robert 
Porco. “She brings immense talent and energy to the organization, and her appointment as the tenth 
Fellow in this program represents a major milestone for us. We are delighted that Christin will be able to 
join us this season.” 
 
The May Festival Choral Conducting Fellowship was created in 2013 at the generosity of Ginger 
Warner, a long-time Trustee of the University of Cincinnati and Director Emeritus of the May Festival 
Board of Directors. Each year since its inception, in collaboration with CCM’s graduate choral conducting 
program, a fellow is chosen from CCM’s Doctorate of Musical Arts (DMA) class and serves one season as 
the assistant conductor of the May Festival Chorus. Sears will directly assist the Director of Choruses 
Robert Porco with the leadership of the ensemble as well as all operations of a major symphonic choral 
organization, including artistic planning, budgeting and finance, philanthropy, community engagement, 
and marketing. 
 
“The Choral Conducting Fellowship with the May Festival has afforded me an opportunity that is unique 
in its experience,” said Sears. “Having the ability to shadow Bob Porco and view the inner workings of an 
organization of this magnitude is rare and rich in possibility. I am very honored and excited to take part 
in the May Festival’s 150th anniversary season and contribute to a long-standing tradition of musical 
excellence and artistry.” 
 
Christin Sears is the tenth May Festival Choral Conducting Fellow in the history of the program. Previous 
fellows now lead youth, university, community, church, and professional choral programs in Greater 
Cincinnati and across the world. 
 

file:///C:/Users/fkanney/Desktop/May%20Festival/mayfestival.com
mailto:fkanney@cincinnatisymphony.org
mailto:tsecor@cincinnatisymphony.org
http://mayfestival.com/


 

Cincinnati May Festival Announces New Conducting Fellow for the 2022-2023 Season | 2 of 3 

“This Fellowship has consistently attracted top emerging choral leaders to Cincinnati, and Christin is no 

exception,” said Executive Director Steven Sunderman. “Not only does this program benefit the 

appointed fellow from an opportunity and professional development standpoint, it also pays dividends 

to the May Festival and Greater Cincinnati region in enriching music and the performing arts in 

Cincinnati as well as around the world. We look forward to our season with Christin.” 

CHRISTIN SEARS 
Christin Sears is a first-year doctoral student in Choral Conducting at the University of Cincinnati College-
Conservatory of Music (CCM). She graduated Summa Cum Laude from Texas State University receiving 
her Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees in Music Education & Choral Conducting, completing her study in 
2010. While at Texas State, Christin was the proud recipient of numerous vocal, opera, and endowed 
music scholarships that were awarded upon various academic, merit, and performance-based elements. 
In her last year, she was selected by faculty vote to receive the esteemed Presser Foundation 
Scholarship, a decision which considered academic standing, leadership, and extracurricular activities.  
 
Christin taught for 12 years as a school choral director in the Houston area and was selected the First 
Year Teacher of the Year at her first appointment. In 2013 Christin Sears became the founding choir 
director at Obra D. Tompkins High School in Katy, Texas which afforded her the experience of building a 
successful 6A choral program from its inception. Under her direction, the Tompkins Chorale was 
selected to perform as an Invitational Choir for music festivals with the University of Houston (2017), the 
Houston Chamber Choir (2018), and Sam Houston State University (2019). The Tompkins Chorale 
received the highest honor of being selected to perform at the 2019 Texas Music Educators Association 
Convention and, in the same year, was named the Overall Winners of the Celebration of Excellence 
Choral Festival. 
 
Mrs. Sears is an active clinician, soloist, and singer in professional ensembles. She served as the soprano 
section leader and sang 7 seasons with CANTARE Houston, which recently performed as an honor group 
at the 2020 Southwest ACDA convention concert. Aside from her choral work, Christin was an avid 
competitor in both the Country Western and West Coast Swing dance circuits and is the two-time Pro-
Am National Champion for American Country Western Dance in both her divisions. Christin Sears is 
happy to be newly wed to her husband, Timothy Sears, and is grateful for his unending love and 
support.  
 
MAY FESTIVAL 
Founded in 1873, the Cincinnati May Festival is the oldest choral festival in the Western Hemisphere and 
is distinguished by its unique community-based structure and standard of extraordinary artistic 
excellence. The annual Festival, anchored by the May Festival Chorus and Cincinnati Symphony 
Orchestra (CSO), hosts an international array of guest artists and presents nine dynamic productions. 
The Festival is under the leadership of Principal Conductor Juanjo Mena and Director of Choruses Robert 
Porco. 
 
Many important choral works have received their world and American premieres at the May Festival in 
the past 150 years, including Johann Sebastian Bach’s Magnificat, Gustav Mahler’s Symphony No. 3, 
Benjamin Britten’s Gloriana, Gian Carlo Menotti’s The Death of the Bishop of Brindisi, and Robert 
Nathaniel Dett’s The Ordering of Moses. 
 
In 2021 and 2022, May Festival earned BBC Magazine’s distinction as “One of the Best Classical Music 
Festivals in the US and Canada” and Chorus America recognized the May Festival as a leader in 
increasing diversity, equality, inclusion and access in the choral world. https://mayfestival.com/ 
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MAY FESTIVAL CHORUS 
The May Festival Chorus has earned acclaim locally, nationally and internationally for its musicality, vast 
range of repertoire and sheer power of sound. The Chorus of 120 avocational singers is the core artistic 
element of the Cincinnati May Festival as well as the official chorus of the Cincinnati Symphony 
Orchestra (CSO) and the Cincinnati Pops. Throughout each season the Chorus members collectively 
devote more than 40,000 hours in rehearsals and performances. 
 
The May Festival Chorus has strengthened its national and international presence through numerous 
PBS broadcasts of live concerts and several award-winning recordings, many in collaboration with the 
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra and Cincinnati Pops. Most recently, a live recording of Robert Nathaniel 
Dett’s The Ordering of Moses featuring Music Director Laureate James Conlon conducting the Chorus 
and the CSO at Carnegie Hall was released to critical acclaim in 2016 on Bridge Records. In 2001, the 
Chorus recorded Christmas with the May Festival Chorus, a popular a cappella holiday recording which 
was re-released on the Fanfare Cincinnati label in 2017, and a 2004 May Festival recording featuring the 
world premiere recording of Franz Liszt’s St. Stanislaus was awarded the 30th International F. Liszt 
Record Grand Prix by the Liszt Society of Budapest. The Chorus is also featured on the 2012 Cincinnati 
Pops release, Home for the Holidays, and several other Pops albums. 
 
The May Festival Chorus has garnered awards in recognition of its continuing artistic excellence and 
performances throughout the state. In 2011, the Chorus received the Spirit of Cincinnati USA Erich 
Kunzel Queen City Advocate Award from Cincinnati USA Convention and Visitors Bureau. In 1998, the 
Chorus earned the Irma Lazarus Award from the Ohio Arts Council’s annual Governor’s Awards for the 
Arts. https://mayfestival.com/chorus/ 
 
MAY FESTIVAL YOUTH CHORUS 
The May Festival Youth Chorus connects, inspires, and educates young people through the study and 
performance of choral music, ranging from Medieval era to world-premiere contemporary commissions. 
Since its founding in 1987, the Youth Chorus has appeared annually at the May Festival, performing 
choral-orchestral works with the May Festival Chorus, Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra and 
internationally renowned conductors and soloists. Additionally, the Youth Chorus performs a stand-
alone concert series in collaboration with cultural institutions and organizations throughout Greater 
Cincinnati. The Youth Chorus has been featured on recordings with the Cincinnati Pops and in 2007 
appeared on NPR’s From the Top, the preeminent showcase for America’s best young musicians. Alumni 
of the chorus have continued on as professional singers in Cincinnati and 
beyond. https://mayfestival.com/chorus/may-festival-youth-chorus/ 
 
 

Connect with the May Festival on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Instagram. 
 
 

The May Festival gratefully acknowledges annual support from: 
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